Staying Focused
News and Information for Focus, Inc.

Local Roots, Local People, Local Services

Upcoming Events

Did you know that Focus, Inc. was founded in 1978, right here in Northeast
Arkansas? Founded as an early intervention program for preschoolers with
disabilities in Blytheville, we eventually expanded to serve older children
and then adults with developmental disabilities. We expanded because
we saw the need for services in our own communities, from our neighbors
and friends, and we have a passion to provide services to those that need
them. For 39 years, we have enhanced the lives of countless children and
adults and we are proud to serve the citizens of Northeast Arkansas!
While we are primarily funded by Medicaid, federal grants, and local contributions, we rely on local support to enhance our curriculums and our
programs.

Sensory Saturday
Saturday, February 11th @
9:30am at Malco in Jonesboro.
Call 870-336-3012 for more
information.

There are many choices when choosing a
provider and most providers offer the same
services. So, what makes Focus different?
We are your community. We live where
you live, we shop where you shop, and
we’re experts on serving individuals with
developmental disabilities right here in our
hometowns across Northeast Arkansas. We are continually looking for
ways to improve the services that we offer so that we can remain as your
BEST local choice in providers. Your success is our success. And when our
programs thrive, your local communities thrive!

Top 5 Reasons to Attend Focus Consistently:
1. Socialization—Being around peers can help lower risk of depression
and boosts your mood.

Polar Plunge
February 18th – fundraiser for
Special Olympics located at
Jonesboro Elks Lodge
Miracle League Registration
Begins February 13th
Parent Meeting—Paragould
February 23rd, 7:00-8:00pm
Attorney Mary Broadaway will discuss pertinent legal issues such as
long-term care, estate planning,
guardianship, etc.
Special Olympics State Basketball
Tournament—Russellville
March 10-11
Focus, Inc. Prom
“A Night In Hollywood”
Friday, May 12—St Bernards
Auditorium in Jonesboro

2. Continuing Education—There’s always something new to learn.
Practice makes perfect, so working on a skill 5 times per week rather
than once or twice per week is more likely to lead to success.
3. Boost Independence—Our number one goal is to make our consumers
as independent as possible.
4. We need you! In order to grow and improve our programs, regular
attendance from our program participants is critical.
5. It’s FUN! Coffee house, holiday parties, dancing, special guest
speakers, field trips...when you miss a day, you miss the fun!

To empower individuals, with or without
disabilities, to pursue their goals and take
their place in our community.

Arkansas Legislative Session Update
Governor Asa Hutchison signed House Bill 1033 into law on January 27th, 2017. The bill, which contained an emergency clause that made it a law immediately upon signing, will use Arkansas tobacco settlement funds to take a portion of developmentally disabled persons off the Medicaid Waiver waitlist. It is estimated that between 500-700
people will soon begin receiving services through this law.
Representatives from Focus, Inc. attended a legislative breakfast in Little Rock on Thursday, February 2nd in order to
stay abreast of current issues related to developmental disabilities services during this legislative session.

Focus, Inc. Special Olympic athletes attended the NEA
Shootout in Black Rock on January 21st! Congratulations to
all the participants! Much fun was had by all.

To see more event photos and the
most up-to-date news, follow us on
Facebook!
@FocusIncorporated

“Let me win, but if I
cannot win, let me be brave
in the attempt. “

Our athletes will be attending the Special Olympics State Basketball tournament on March 10 in Russellville!
We are looking for individuals or businesses to sponsor our participants in this event! For more information,
please contact Shannon at 870-935-2750.

